and
SCGA

Tom Gohring
March 2015



: '_:__.r ’ o WP xmf‘h'f.ﬁ_ﬁm’} o8
."I I[ Sheridan % P'J‘J
®) | B

' |_ ~ Placer e /w 7l

OWer sy .7 A:b'lt"lr:ar:s

er | County . o "
American = ;

Ganfit

- River LDM;%“' O PilotHil
15
= / . Coloma
e (LAR)  pork ot Rockiin n‘:.c’i';‘;’,f::,"iéé‘i“’
ea Dot 2 Gy Dorado

Roseville .
g county o

Reserve

Water Challenges:

i ‘L]IHi"E *Cameron El Dorado

_ Park
Y Nurth
SECFEmEn‘tﬂ'

* Need water for
economic growth

Rosemont

-
¥
—
—
-

:
&/ S (39)
‘E {'S,ciuﬂ}wesiern

2 \E-acramerrtu Florin

g wmsCoOUNLY
* Need water for 4N Y

e
[

\
Clarksburg : (49)
& Y O\> " EkGrove Wiltan D)
£
healthy ecosystem ¢ J& - |
i ] Machado
i L Dairy Park 3 [Gne i
rn/ (99) €
{r f ' o~
; (10d) o -
{ ) > oY
\ * i e Pardee Reservoir
} i Galt, ~ e el = Recreation Area
’
I f’l' A e i £ i camanche
') Ty ) Hesmll



Future Surface Water Demand
- (Projected in 1998)
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Declining Groundwater Levels

Depth to ground water from ground surface, (FT)
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Background: Steelhead

Escapement
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American River Steelhead Escapement

Central Valley steelhead listed as
threatened under the Federal
Endangered Species Act in 1998
* (status reaffirmed in 2006)

“New information since 2005
indicates increased extinction risk.”
- NOAA Fisheries, 2011

“An average of 154 redds have been
counted each year since 2003 on
the American River.”

- NOAA Fisheries, 2011

Less than 250
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200,000 Lower American River - Fall Run Chinook Salmon Escapement
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The Water Forum
Agreement of 2000
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Reliable Water Supply to 2030 Protect the lower American River

v Increased Diversions v/ Water Conservation
v/ Dry Year Actions v/ Habitat Management
v/ Groundwater Management v Improved Flow Standard

v/ Water Forum Successor Effort



Water Infrastructure
Groundwater Conjunctive Use
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Water Demand
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Moved Quickly on
Demand Reduction

—
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SACRAMENTO REGION LEADS
STATE IN WATER CONSERVATION

WE T
MORE!




The Water Forum
Agreement of 2000
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Reliable Water Supply to 2030 Protect the lower American River

v Increased Diversions v/ Water Conservation
v/ Dry Year Actions v/ Habitat Management
@undwater Management v Improved Flow Standard

v/ Water Forum Successor Effort



Groundwater Management
Water Forum Agreement

e Sustainable Yields

* North Area
— 131,000 Acre-feet

 Central Area
— 273,000 Acre-feet

e South Area
— 115,000 Acre-feet




* Facilitated a local stakeholder process
* Assisted locals to create governance body: SCGA

“This governance body would be responsible for the
protection, health and long term viability of the
underlying groundwater as a sustainable resource for

both current and future users” (SCGA GMP, Executive
Summary)



<’ Groundwater Management

CAgov | Help | Accessibility

% California Groundwater
GOV

HOME | ABOUT GROUNDWATER LEGISLATION TIMELINE COMPLIANCE MAP

GAB - Groundwater Act Blog > CALENDARS

- CONTACTS
Legal Extern Surveying Local Agencies about SGMA » LIBRARY

The Water Forum: Visionary Agreement on Sustainable Groundwater Management

February 10, 2015 | Guest post by Wate nento Ce ound oritv [ Sacramento

Groundwater Authority The Water Forum helped W|th
g = staff, provided a facilitator, and |7 o
O ‘;_ b~ identified representatives of ons to achieve
T nt, groundwater
N various stakeholder ... Bythe | ' "~ °°
& summer of 2006, the SCGA

= Joint Powers Authority ...

== Read Mare
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State Board may intervene:

No governance structure for a basin after 2 %2 years

No plan after five years (overdrafted basins) or ten
years (other basins)

Plan is inadequate and the basin has serious
groundwater problems

Local agency has not adequately implemented the plan
and the basin has serious groundwater problems

http://groundwater.ca.gov/moresgma.cfm



Why am | telling you this?

Pre-SGMA Conditions and Undesirable Results: —————

1. Chronic lowering of groundwater levels

2. Significant reduction of groundwater storage
3. Significant seawater intrusion

4. Significant degraded water quality

5. Significant land subsidence

6. Depletions of interconnected surface

http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/pdfs/SGMA_%20GSP_
Topic-1_PreSGMA_Conditions_Undesirable Results.pdf



ﬂ Why am | telling you this?

2015 California Water Policy Seminar Series

(UC Davis School of Law and the Center for Watershed Sciences)

“eroundwater levels have been drawn down under the
Cosumnes River to the point where now every year, ... the
Cosumnes River goes dry in the lower 10 or 15 miles.”

Groundwater — Surface Water Connection Maurice Hall




Building Upon SCGA’s Success
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Compliance with SGMA should not be a project started
from scratch, but a process that builds on the

following:
1. SCGA’s success over the last 10 years
2. Water Forum’s well-established interest-based process

3. Water Forum Agreement’s assurances (e.g. stakeholder
representation)

4. Groundwater Water Forum’s and SCGA’s guiding
principles (e.g., respect for the autonomy of existing
water purveyors)



tgohring@waterforum.org




